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Emeterto de la Garza, the writer of the‘
fo'lowing article, is a M2xican lawyer of in-
ternational reputation and has held important
nutlic offices. He is considered a man of
‘road and temperate views arnd not com-
~.itted to any faction. For twelve years he

‘as @ member of the Mexican Chamber of
Deputies, serving in all six terms. As a com-
measover of the Goveinment of Mexico he

i ited the Ur:ted States and China to study
monetary reforms. In view of his wide expe-
ticice his views on the Mexican situation
k,.';-r'd he of especial interest.

J
By EMETERIO DE LA GARZA.
FIoAll that nothing can prevent war between
l Moy i the United States,  The situation
snfronts us i the culmination of all
erro aul of the mistakes of the Governs
ient of the United Stites.

A vt ove of Mexico, 1 pepresent no party, clise,
tion 1 am free from personal rivalries
nd s lonal interests, My entire political life has
en ¢ von to the study of Mexico's arduous and
exe Yuirs. Lo the national and international
Mexieo as a whole, ag @ country, as &
a8 a repubiie
M v ddisciuss with the people of the United
tates 1 Ciliation ns | see it ns a Mexican and as

ne w v now Hving on Amerienn soil?
M. L1410 wus a peaceful and prosperous
I1rr mines were in bonanza, agriculture
nidustries were growing, railroads were
Jkine —aune bunks were paying dividends, houses,
Mees, palaces and monuments w\t-l‘("lmfnn erected
e\ civ. Coplous crops of cereals filled our
ran (i everywhere were failing flowers and

On

M v was o brilllant festival; life was light
cnd £, the decorated streets were crowded, so-
ety ' 1oied beelf in balls and receptions, the stores
1 Lot their stocks of jewels, of Parls gowns

wery to Mexiean munificence, The press
1o wangz verses to the glory of Mex-

1 t1ed thelr volees in praise, philoso-
kers prodicted welfare, sclentists gave assurance
Fom il sinceess. A $22.000,000 opera house was
ni vated and o 825,000,000 Capitol was built,

T Governmen: was lwwful and stronz, the
¢ vl o gold gurplus, all obligations were

re atirity and our bonds were sold at a

Within our borders foreigners came and

nt in safet ind prosperity,  Mexico invited all

o woril o the apotheosis of her independence,

ns trom every civiiized nation joined with

r Celrating her marvellons achievements, It

| that a whole month should be set aside

| refoicing, and at the head of this glori-

tion was Porfirio Diaz, the peace maker,

nonths pas=.  As in the theatre the scene is

wigged after o moment of darkness, so in

1 The 11 und powerful governnient had

t giant Diag was in exile in Parls, at the

wtle of Chapultepee little, spiritualistic

nalf epileptie, half cragy, without malice or

wveal . amintle and incompetent, was dic-

rders wineh none would obey and at which

e, i men had shrunk so that they could

o wecn; poor nsignificant fellows climbed

e trecs, ke those of the Japanese gar-

coame very simall; swords were cut in twain

as dazeers  Kyverything and everybody

Lo lowered to the new level,  Minds, cos-

ok, even meals had to be democratised

Mexleo might appreclate the taste, the

v ndor of 4 new democracy!  Then came
cictuptey, wholesale destruction and ruin.

Lot has huppensd; why and how did all this

! Before | came to the United States |

L eommiesioned Ly the eentral Government

ere was government in Mexico—to visit

ale of iwenty-two Mexican States and to

confer with their officials, They, one and all, dis-
cussed with me the necessities of our eountry and
the terms of permanent peace and union, If any
one is able, then, to gpeak of the conditions in Mex-
ico as seen by her people 1 feel that 1 am qualified

Clvil strife in Mexico is not, then, really due to
the personal quarrels and the mistakes of those
men whose names we see every day In the news-
papers, though it may appear to be so on the sur-
face. The trouble is greater and grows deeper. It
is national in jts scope and ancient in its origin
The personal situation hag nothing to do with it

Revolution (& the result, not the cause, of our
misfortunes. The people of Mexico, like other peo-
ples, have the tendency to personify with names of
men the factions in every conflict. The strife in
Mexico 18 of class azainet class, and whether or
not one man = defeated or this town {5 lost or that
won or whether or not ephemeral victories coms,
has little to do with our troubles; that will not
help us nor restore stable government and order to
Mexico,

Two opposite princ.ples are at war. Therefore
the pacification of Mexico cannot be accomplished
at the mouth of cannon nor by the confiscation of
all proper.y nor by the wronging of all women nor
by the firing =quad for all men.

The situation in Mexico to-day is such that it
cannot be righted except by the passage of agra-
rian laws, Revolutions and counter revolutions can-
not improve the State any more than fevers can
strengthen the body. Not untll the small agricul-
turist has his opportunity to make a living by get-
ting land and the economic conditions are thus im-
proved can there ever be peace and order, nor can
the difficulties between Mexico and the United
States be resolved,

The trouble with Mexico, then, is a land problem.

Twelve milllons of agrarian Indians are deprived:

of homesteads in their own territory. Hence an
intense financial crisis, hence official ecorruption,
whether by Constitutionalist or by Cientifico graft-
ers, it matters not. Here we have economical typ-
anny-—low wages, little work. 1 defy anybody to
form a government and to pacify a country of
paupers dying of hunger, thirst and exposure. 1
defy anybody to do away with poverty without
dividing the land and changing economic condie
tions.

Do you suppose that the men now living the ir-
responsible lives of soldiers on two pesos a day,
with rifles and horses at thelr disposal, drinking
and looting, winning what they call honors and
glory, with no law to obey and no authority to re-
spect and no limitations to their daring, will re-
turn to a peonage system which Is worse than
slavery—to work for fifty centavos a day?

The trouble, then, is not of men but of conditions,
It is the culmination of errors, religlous, political,
soclal and financial. We Mexicans cannot remeds
these conditions by fighting either among ourselves
or with a foreign country, We can go on fighting
for the next twenty-flve yvears in - *Mexico; we may
continue to waste blood and treasure and when all
is over we shall have the same problem to solve,
Therefore, whether Villa be dead or alive, whether
Obregon be lova! or not, whether Carranza be in
Mexico elty or out of it, whether Zapatn be pro or
antl American, whether the Constitutionalist army
proceed to the east or the west- such loeal and
personal matters cannot heip us to the solution,

Let us consider that in a popuiation of 15,000,000
in Mexico at least 8i per cent, are Indians and that
half are illiterate and with scant or no real infor.
mation ahout the situation. They know little ex-
cept the statements which uare spread abrosd by
demagogues, 1 believe that in their hearts 99 per
cent. of the population of Mexico and 99 per cent,
of the people of the U'nited Stutes do not want war.
There Is no reason for war between the United
Btates and Mexico, Such was not the case in 1847,
Then Texas, a great and rich State, had been sexre-
gated from Mexlco and annexed to the United
States. Buch a large territory could not be passed

EMETERIO DE LA GARZA.

L attention to whit
roto Mr. Wilson as far back as 1913,
I quote from it as follows:

lixcelleney will
mit me 1o say that the people of the United States

raseals and criminals whom the people of Mexico

representatives

[ Mexico have never
vote or electiop given the right to such miscreants
ex-President’'s

and tragie too these men have no statis concerning Mexico

s U'nmited] States when [t recognized them as cone- that something extraordinary would follow the re-
stituting a de facto government hauve rewd the
personal government of thirty-five yvears, Trouble
That which now occurs in my coun-
is & nutural consequence of Diaz's long and
All prepared for these dis-
commercinl agents,
interested in Mexico reported to their
friends uml principale that some great asnd sud-
would then occur,

rely upon the inborn national
pride and patrviotism of Mexico and we hope that
you may wiscly aid us with your good will and

before the Christiann ora

of undisciplined followers, absolute dictatorship,

Diplomatic agents,

am sorry that
the continuous
blunders in the Mexican situation which have fol-
upon one another ever since Presi-
Wilson took the oath of oftice.

national support, There s room for neither sar-
prise nor alarm Really  the gAmerican  peopds
whom 1 regard as the most fair and just of peo-
ples, should not Hsten to or encourage these Mex
itans, who, misguided or misinformed, are led to
forget their duty to their Government and then
country, and who, regardless of the hawvoe they
have done and are doing, we cordially invite 1o
return to their allegiance and unite for the best
good of Mexico,

In thix letter I labd specin] stress apon the lona
recognized agrarvian problems and the fact that @
new  Department  of  Awr tlture had R S T
ablished for the very purpose of solving that
problem. A ank designed for the purpose of
promoting  agriculture wl been estabiished and

at the time | wrote it was engaged in buyving up

lurge: tra o Innd and dividing them into small
parcels and selling them to the work O 1 LU R

very easy terms, with exetmuption from gl tuxes

Whatever may have been the faults of the H
erta regime, (it was certainiy o strong povernment
Gen. Huerta had 80,000 troops gnder arms and was
in control of twenty-flve ant of twenty-seven
States The United States landed its forees ot
Veran (‘ruz. eventually overthrew the government
of Huerta and builded nothing in it stead,

At that time Carranza was at Sonora, with no
money, no followers, no chanee in the world, The
Administration blockaded Huerta politically. finan-
cinlly and morally and day by day it helped Cars
ranza. The attitude of the United States toward

Mexico has been destructive rather than construc-
tive, It overthrew a government and then with-
drew.

I would not ghift the responsibility npon this na-
tion: but how much better it would have heen if in
the dayvs of our distress, when the IU'nited Ktates
saw us sinking into oceans of blood, into an abyss
of anarchy, it should have offered to us the co-
aperation of a higger and o wiser hrother, If, then,
the problems of Mexico are brought on by igno-
rance, hy economic blunders, by religious fanati-

¢lsm, how much hetter would it have bwen for the
I'nited States to have gent into Moexieo end of
rifles and ammunition the hook and the Bible, to

have planted in our midst instead of the military
tent the school house and sent to us teachers in-
stead of goldiers,

However, as [ gee it now there is nothing to pre-
vent war hetween this country and Mexico, There
seem 1o issies by which to avoid o struggle. Thos
with whom the United Stales is dealing do not
represent the Mexican people. You cannot expect
an Indian to cooperate with vou in ¢atehing an-
other Indian; one eannot expect a dog to citeh
another dog, a wolf to take n wolf,

Stories are spread among jgnorant followers that
it will be possible to capture the cities of the
United States and to possess its territory,  One
must bear in mind that where millions cannot even
read the newspaper and the book they can have no
[lea of the power of such a nation as is the United
States,

And suppose, now that the United States inter-
venes, that American forces take Mexico, Nothing
can be done to restore peace and give order but to

correct those abuses which have been growing all
these vears Feonomice reforms must come or it
will be the same story all over agnin.  The agricul-
tural resources of Mexico must be recognized and
the people must have their opportunity to de-
velop them

Mexico has always been considered a silver pro-
duving country. 1 venture to assert, however,
that if half the capital hithertg invested in the
exploitation of mineral resources had been uxed
for the development of agriculture she woukl be
more prosperous and more peaceful than she =
to=day. What has been accomplighed In the SBouth,
Isast and Weat of the U'nited States may be suc-
cessfully done in the vast lands of Mexico,

Any Government which tay be established in
Mexico, whether organized by the Mexicans them-
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-
golves, as T hope 14y i siintes. wiin
have to taelle that 1 the ot ool its
adminisirntio Prisapgeeintment gnd troabide conld
ber v oided by the immodiate il ol agrarian
reforms,

If & decent Government be ostabl vl i Mexion,
peace e gssured and ¢ LT T 1 v e made
as fuvorahile NMoAare @isew hivih A ranis \\i“
rush to Mexican ports doa new o will begin,

Aftar the European war it over there will be sg
mueh p rty and n | T Tt
1he ' ‘ SO oa
whict ot I ST )
if e cin offer to them o f Mesican, 8
Raithy, good amd g ! 1 wh oam ime
migrat oy el in the ' I in the
United Btat Ilie § v (N come (rorg

wrelen Lands Vo | vt } Mesicang
vl By interniare W v et for june
PFFON CIMe Therefsg I n i Dendg
of Mexio ivided, 1 \ fscation and B
Wil “ it AT i ' ' 1 1 innutraton
=hare rn W

O course Mexleo n 1 o finonced anew  in

der e ot of . Plie oco-
Holnie o 1s 0t i Pawonld e
entirely s ve ddid 1 f 1 the glmost
inexhaustitle wealt f Yoears of
continued ol strife ' L paralys=is
f all productive ' thion of men
Al Mote the I it factional
temies and their wan 1M v IR AT T
Live methods of warta CTE R TH There
IS o s meti m ' realation, Kven

@ Laemiliatr v H i 1 ippenred

Fhe three princip ! e of Carranga,
\ L and Zapnt . i boetids of atmed men,
rallroads, tramwasns, oot s, e thent stores
atd ey iuiviodua ¥ Il wrocurreney
which I8 receivesd o - Y oeschange,
which ars mietines n H] v ou o 1, and
are even as high o =00 ta 1

Fach faction as gains tral ol territory des

wres the currency <t thep o s ol
terfeit and vold and cntforees t aarcialaiion of ity
GwWn o paper By robhery and money lending the
ool clinsses gre oxXploite N Tiaxe ' i, rents
cannot he collected, the =uale of proge too fors
ClEners |1< I W ' ol 1 eve of &
chronie fumin il a4 state o it vy, The
agony is s el by fresh (ssin I juiper money
and Carranza cannot find any remeds bt the pune
shment of his enemies and the deat wnaly fop
busginess traitors

Indin Wl peans, the muddl ssow and the
upper classes ws W ire stary i Wlide the “pae
triois" I, those nobile patriot A Y Wil uothing
but the democratie welfare and t nness of
the pe ‘the people that must e saved from
themselves"--are  enrichinge s mpidiy;
they loot every oty and confi tee every kind of
property; they exchange the loot for zold, wh ch
they export and deposit in American banlis ta ine
sure the future, that dav when thev w Yoo from
Mexico to an easy and luxnarious He abeoald

Such are the eonditions in my disttes=ed cogntey
Come what may, and whitever the 'njted Stutes
may do, the 1liz of the body politic in Meslco must
be cured before peace wiil rest ke o benison upon
us,  All my life 1 have Jonged to see political, ecoe
nomic and socin! reforms ntroduced into "Mexieo

without bloodshed, without vielence, without dis«
respect to the paramount richts of neonkimd, Bee
fore Madero came into political activits, even while
Dinz wis amunipotent, 1 wrote a bhook on this stibe
Ject whivh no publisher dared print for fear of the
Governtient, 1 had 1000 coples mimeosraphed und
distributed among my frisids

I am wibing to do all in my pow Lo carry out
those principles in which 1 so earnestiy beliove, hug
not through death, devastation a what s more,
loss of nationality I am not Fivor of anarchy

in polities, of atheism in rel . of inkruptey in
finance, of solation in patrion ot denth to fors
cigners ad damnaton to the out=ide workl, The
murders and the outrapes which | ' e have
been carvied on sgolely throveh hateod noa Savige
war In which there is po respect for age, sex, lifg
Or property d WAl againast crlivizaton, progress
and mankind, with no object or result but 19 roe
extablish Barbarism

IKven now, when one knows not whiat the day
may bring forth or when peace will come aguin o
our borders, 1 look forward to that tine when Mex-
oo wnd the United Buates may oettor know cach
other,  Nature hae placed the two lunds side by
shde wnd they should ever dwell together in accord.
It is my hope that the two peoples will learn te
understand each other in the lone vears to come,
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